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JEREMIAH, xxxi. 34- 


THEY SHALL ALL KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST oF THEM 
._VNTO THE GREATEST or 3 $4172, THE 1 | 


| 'Tazsz words, though predicted of be bouſe of 1 
rael, appear to be prophetically deſcriptive of that. 
bleſſed period, when the Chriſtian religion ſhall . 
be univerſally diſſeminated throughout all nations; 
when the kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms. of our Lord, and of. bis Chriſt; and 
when the earth | ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the ſea, Notwithſtand- 
ing the recent overflowing of ungodlineſs, and the 

clouds, by which the political horizon is ſtill ob- 

ſcured, we are authorized from the ſure word of 
prophecy, illuſtrated by an analogical ſurvey of 
the benevolent diſpenſations of providence, to 
conclude, that the melioration of human ſociety 


B 


. 
is 38 deſigned, and advancing,—that the 


cauſe of truth and virtue is progreſſive, and 
that the kingdom of heaven, though it cometh not 
with obſervation, is gradually extending its ſacred 
empire throughout all regions of the world. The 
benevolent inſtitution, which is the object of this 
day's celebrity, we hope and truſt, will prove a 
happy inſtrument, under the ſuperintending di- 
rection of an almighty providence, in accelerat- 
ing its glorious progreſs. - The various advan- 
tages of an early religious education, and the 
particular benefits, that may be reaſonably ex- 
petted to reſult from sun Ax schools, have been 
ſo fully and ably illuſtrated before you on preced- 
af ing occaſions, . that little remains for me to add, 
except to unite. my teſtimony to that of thoſe, 
Who have addreſſed you before on the ſame ſub- 
ject, and to your own obſervations, that, after the 
experience of a competent number of years, the 
general effect has been aufwetabl to the expec- 
tation, that was excited. - I ſhall content myſelf 
| therefore by preſenting to your view a few argu- 
ments, deduced from the preſent critical poſture 
of ſociety, on the neceffity of exerting every en- 
deavour to promote the univerſal diffufion of re- 
Ugious . . e 
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© It would be foreiz gn from the orefhiie each 
to OR the ſeveral * fact, it is 
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preſumed, will be generally. acknowledged,—thay 
the proportional magnitude of that claſs, whoſe 
only dependence is daily labour, has long been 
increaſing, while fewer opportunities remain of 
advancing themſelves into morę independent ſitu- 
ations.“ Thus unhappily deprived of the moſt 
powerful motives to honeſt and frugal induſtry, 
the mind is naturally. reduced to the Joweſt ſtate 
of moral and. political debafement. With the 
ability the very deſire alſo, of improving their 
condition is nearly extinguiſhed. Any tempo- 
rary acceſſion of wages cauſes only an addition 
of profligate expenditures. A good character 
ceaſes to be an object of much eſtimation 1 2nd 
C wife 19 white their increaſing a and 
pProfligacy render them truly an object of alarm 
to the friends of peace and order; the mutual af 
fection and dependence between the different 
ranks of the community, and the perſonal ties of 
reſpect and eſteem, by which it is expedient, that 
the lower claſſes ſhould be attached. to. thoſe, who 
occupy ſuperiot ſtations, are nearly diſſolved. By 
what means their condition may be meliorated 
in a temporal view, is a ſubje& at preſent under 


* 'This ſubje& is more fully conſidered in a pamphlet lately 
publiſhed by t the author of this diſcourſe, entitled, An Inquiry 
into the preſent Condition of the Lo E and the 


Means of improving it, „ N 


4 


the conſideration of the _— In one and a 
very important inſtance it is in your power to 
contribute to their improvement, and for that 
purpoſs > your benevolence is now folicited.” In 
| proportion, as other motives and inducements to 
induftry, ſobriety, and virtue, are deficient, thoſe, | 
Which religion preſents to the mind, muſt be ſup- 
plied with the greater zeal and affiduity. If the 
means of advancing themſelves are wanting, let 
them at leaſt be Infpired with the deſire of being 
diſtinguiſhed by à ſuperior propriety of conduct 
from thoſe, that ſtill remain in the loweſt ſtage of 
civil degradation, and by mental improvements 
let their acceſs be facilitated to the focial converſe 
- of higher and more reſpectable claſſes : The leſs 
Hare alſo they poſſeſs either of the ability, or 
even of the deſire, to procure for their children 
che benefit of a good education, it is the more 
indifpenſably neceſſary, that you ſhould provide 
the means of inftruftion, and aſſiſt in forming | 
ſuch early” habits as may difpoſe and prepare 
| them to improve the advantages, that ſtill lie 
within their reach. And let your zealous exer- 
tions for their good awaken their gratitude, and 
revive and confirm their attachment and regard 
_— 3 | 


"The . of nee are manifeſtly 
blen But, in the preſent ſtate of proba - 


* 
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tion, it is apparently permitted to depend upon 
human conduct, whether the improvement of ſo- 
ciety ſhall-be regularly progreſſive, accompanied 
by the various bleſſings of peace and harmony, 
and the advancing proſperity of every claſs; or 
whether, as good eventually reſulting from evil, 
it ſhould prove only the remote conſequence of 
direful calamities, operating as a juſt puniſhment 
on the miſcondu& of an exiſting race, and an ay- 
ful example of divine retribution to future gene- 
rations. If the goods of fortune, the advantages 
of ſituation, and the various powers and faculties, 
which we each of us ſeverally poſſeſs, are reli- 

1 giouſly employed in reforming the moſt Promi- 

nent imperfections in the ſtate of ſociety, in en- 
couraging virtuous conduct, and in promoting an 
union of intereſt and affection between the ſevo- 
ral orders of mankind, we may then reaſonably 
expect, that the general proſperity of the com- 

munity, and the comfort and enjoyment of its 
individual members, will be continually advanc- 
ing in an uninterrupted progreſs. If otherwiſe 
an univerſal ſelfiſhneſs pervade every rank,—if 
our only employment of the: ſeveral bleſſings of 
providence be to ſecure to ourſelves every grati- 
fication of ſenſe within our graſp, if the un- 
bounded luxury of each higher claſs prove only 
an example of ruinous expenditure to the infe- 
_ rior. orders of the community, and an inſult, as 
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it were, over their more contracted means of dit. 
folute pleafures, while we incautiouſly diſregard 
the. figns of the times, —exiſting imperfeckions will 
neceſſarily increaſe, till they defy the controuli ag 
hand of reformation, and an awful convulſion, or 
_ a feries of dreadful calamities, is the unavoidable Fe 
conſequence: - The tranquillity of ſociety\is then 
only effectually ſecured, when the ties of -perſonal 


regard and reſpect are rendered coincident yith 5 


the Jinks of civil ſubordination,. - hen the bonds 
of mutual intereſt and dependence are corrobo- 
rated by a ready exchange of beneficent offices, 
nd when each lower claſs is ambitious to 
merit, and receives with gratitude, ſuch favours, 
as its ſuperiors liberally; communicate. Exerxß 
reformation alſo of whatever appears moſt faulty 
in the condition of ſociety, that it may be ſuc; 


cefsfully conducted through every ſtage, without 


unneceſſarily diſturbing the preſent ſtate of ſocial 


order, muſt be commenced, in due time; by thoſe, 


whoſe intereſts are moſt! nearly concerned, who 
| beſt know the value of the bleſſings of peace, and 
who poſſeſs the largeſt ſhare of power and op- 


pPortunity to guide and ſuperintend its progreſs. 


An improvement of manners, is, indeed, that ſpe- 
cies of re formation, which univerſally demands the 
public attention, — which will either ſeaſonably 
prevent a profligate and ruinous derangement of 
civil order, or prepare the open accompliſhing, 


* 


5 7 
with eaſe and ſafety, any acknowledged improve 
ment in n che nen minen of . 4 


My. Chriſtian 1 I am ond, it re- 
quires not much argument to convince you, that 
the preſent is not a ſeaſon for apathy, and remiſs- 
nefs. Infidelity and licentiouſneſs have already 
made an alarming progreſs, and the promulgation 
of opinions fundamentally ſubverſive of all due 
_ ſubordination, and deſtructive of every valuable 
intereſt; has been attended with an external, and 
impoſing, appearance of ſucceſs. Never, there- 
fore, did it more nearly concern us to recollect, 
that riches, the ſeveral faculties and endowments 
of body and mind, and every other advantage we 
enjoy by the bleſſing of providence, are to be re- 
garded only as ſacred depoſits, which we are to 
employ, as ſtewards of the houſhold of God, in 
promoting his benevolent deſigns, and advancing 
the general improvement and happineſs of man- 
kind. In ſhort; as we value the ſafety, and even 
exiſtence, of every object, that is moſt dear to us, 
it is our indiſpenſable concern' to. make to our- 
ſelves friends, by a religious and diſcreet. uſe of 
the mammon of unrighteouſneſs. Nor can chen 
be a more ſeaſonable act of b , than 
that, which, at the ſame time it prepares the. 
minds of our inferiors to fulfil the duties of their 


00 with greater k to themſelves, and 


_ 


ndrantag to the community, diſooles them alſo 
to have a juſt ſenſe of the benefits conferred, and 
to regard it, as a religious obligation, t to acknow- 
ledge them with gratitude. ' | 


als is not now. the time to end the queſtion, : 
whether a univerſal diffuſion of knowledge is ex- 

pedient, or not. It is no longer practicable, my 
- brethren, were it indeed the object of our wiſhes, 
to retain the common people in ignorance, as. the 
means of ſecuring them from moral contagion, 
or AGAR diſaffection.“ The children of this 


*T cannot 4 _ remarked, how muck their . 
who diſapptove,of general inſttuction, diſagtee with the prac- 
dice of thoſe nations, whoſe policy has been moſt celebrated; 
which regarded education as the moſt eſficacious means of en- 
ſuring the tranquillity of ſociety, and political union. Their 
object was to promote a uniformity of manners and cuſtoms, 
and give perpetuity to an approved national character, and their 
eſtabliſhed mode of education was regulated accordingly. In 
China there are numerous free ſchools in every province, in 
which the rich and poor are received, and inſtructed alike, 
Frizes are offered, and other means uſed to excite emulation; 
and the children even of the loweſt peaſants, by means of their 
talents, often riſe to the higheſt offices of ſtate. Thus are the 
People diſciplined to civil obedience, and, in conſequence, that 
immenſely populous country has been preſerved in a ſtate of 5 
great tranquillity, and ſimplicity of manners, with but little va- 
| Nation of national character, for ſome thouſands of years. 
Sparta, by the like influence of education, was enabled to re- 
tain its martial ſpitit, and unexampled character of rigid virtue, 
aid the various and e eee Greece, till ĩt 


© 


world at all times iſer in their generation, than 
the children of light, have already circulated with 
intereſted ns 2 nne eren TOP 


wis as lengeb irtevibly 1 The | 
inſtitutions of Crete were ſimilar, which preſerved its ancient 
character of ptobity and valour for mote than a thouſand years, 
and at laſt made a braver reſiſtance to the Roman arms, than the 
moſt powerful kings. During the preſent greater freedom of 
intercoorſe, ' which an extenſive commerce has introduced be- 
tween: different nations, it would not be more practicable, than 
expedient, to aim at a permanent uniformity of character. The 
more free ſpirit of education in this country, if rendered ge- 
neral, would conduce tothe gradual advancement of truth and 
virtue, and an aniform improvement, rather than perpetuity of 
national character, enſuring to us the advantages, and'preſetving 
us from the injurious conſequences of an unreſtrained comumm- 
nication with foreigners. Notwithſtanding. the oppoſition of 
ſuperior authority 2 ſpirit of liberal inquiry bas of late years 
_ diffuſed itſelf amongſt the higher claſſes in France; but by its 
too ſadden and rapid progreſs it has been attended- with much 
wildneſs and extravagance of opinion; while the common people 
yet remained immerſed in laviſh ignorance. ; Ihat the diffuſion 
of knowledge in this country, after the reformation, was more 
gradual, and more general, has prevented. our ſtruggles for a 
reform in our government from being attended with calamities 
equally mournful and atrocious, as thoſe, by which that un- 
happy country has been deſolated. But, notwithſtanding larger 
ſums are now expended from motives of charity in the educa- 
tion of poor children, it is much to be feared, that for reaſons 

_ aſſigned, page 3, the lower claſſes are for the moſt part leſs en- 
lightened, than they were a century ago. The inference is, that 
the call for our charitable aſſiſtanee is greater, and that our zeal 
| has not been proportioned to the urgency of the demand. 


c 
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ſentiments, by which every ſource and principle» 
of virtuous conduct are ſubverted, and every bond, 
by which ſociety. is united together in harmony , 
and attachment, is diſſolved. We have now, there- 


ore, to reſiſt; and oppoſe the overflowing torrents 


of ungodlineſs, and to refeue the yet unpolluted 
minds of the riſing generation, before they are 
_ . overwhelmed in its contaminating. inundations.. 
It is ſurely efſential to the well-being: of fociety,; 
_ that mental improvements, and the diffuſion of 
Hberal and religious knowledge ſhould at leaſt 
keep pace with the progreſs of corruption. But 
to guide the infant mind ſecurely into the paths. 


- "of religion, and virtue, is a work of labour and. 


perſeverance; while the maxims of anarchy and 
ficentioufneſs ſtrike root with eaſe into the unin- 


formed mind, as'a congenial foil. In- the vile 
baunts of abandoned. profligacy, in» ſcenes of, 
intemperate riot, and midnight revelry, they 
are greedily ſwallowed with every intoxicating 
draught. Indeed the facility, with which any 
notions are imbibed by the leſs enlightened part 
of mankind, depends not ſo much on the extent. 
of prior information, as on the nature of the ha- 
bits; that have been previouſly contracted. The 
man, who has lived for many years in ignorance, 
or contempt, of religious truth, is gladly her- 
| ſuaded, that religion is a falſehood, and that 2 
futuro ſtate of retribution is a groundleſs appre- 


11 


henſion. Thoſe, * are ftrangers to WIS” ins 
duſtry, and have affixed no limit to the gratifica: 
tion of their vicious aleftres, are eaſily inſtructed 
to regard every ſeaſonable reſtraint impoſed by 
good government on their uncontrouled appe+ 
tites, as an adt of deſpotiſm, and to conclude, 

that the ſuperior comforts and accommodations 
of life, of which they are unwilling to acquire a 
ſhare by ſobriety and diligence, are nen 1 
Fe: by a ipeadiaical Fame wie tray 


The ane unſettled: ſtate as of the 8 
uind with regard to religious opinions portends 
conſequences by no means favourable to ſocial 
harmony. It cannot, indeed, be expected, that 
an uninformed mind, if at length brought to a 
| Kate of religious recollection, and a conviction of 
_ paſt tranſgreſſions, . ſhould be duly prepared to 

diſcriminate between truth and error, or to adopt 
ſuch ſentiments, as are moſt congemial with the 
attributes of God, moſt conducive to the well- 
being of ſociety, or moſt compatible with the 
proper duties of its ſtation. It would be ins 
vidious, and painful, to attempt to enumerate the 

ry SO in idnn to the Ce of may 


* The iſ are ſo very multifarious, that it is not 2 
to convey a reflection, excluſively, on any particular elaſs of in- 
| Uividuals, The conſequences, however, are of too important a 
nature, in the preſent m 
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inſtruction, by which multitudes even of well in- 
tentioned Chriſtians have of late years been in- 
duced to deſert their pariſh churches, and the 
inſtruions of their regular paſtors, whom they 
have hitherto regarded with much deſerved re- 
| ſpeft and approbation. Being thus diſunited in 
affection from their parochial miniſters, they then, 


n is probable, rove from one preacher to another, 


till, by an eaſy gradation, they are next alienated 
entirely from the eſtabliſned church, and at length 
are converted into a political faction. Their chil- 

Aren equally diſaffe@ed from their infancy, with 
regard to exiſting eſtabliſhments, and deprived of 


thoſe ſeaſonable attachments towards their neareſt 


neighbours, and immediate ſuperiors, by which 
the peace of ſociety is beſt ſecured, will of courſe 
BY Uſtitite ein neo ee eh nn _ 
beth! 7, 
Phones, + 3 en mM | 
in the'religibos- and political profeſſions of the loweſt, and maſt 
 Ignozant, claſſes, is the reſult of undoubted conviction. In both 
inſtances, there is a ſtrong ſuſpicion, that a principal cauſe, as 
well as the natural effect, is inſubordination. Inderd to attempt, 
by an accommodation to the weakneſſes and prejudices of com. 
mon minds, to make a ſtronger impreſſion of religious ſenji- 
went, bs, at beſt, but a hazardous experiment, as, eventually. 
 cheriſhing, rather than correcting, many of their injurious pro- 
_penfities, ; But whatever may be the ſeveral cauſes of this re. 
ligious and political diſunion, every Chriſtian is hereby ſeriouſly 
erhorted to uſe all honeſt means of reſtraining it, and, — 
aeg, ſuch, as are recommendes nnn ** 
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incentives to n virtue, as n as ET] 
nnn. 46 e A N 


- The ſupetion liderality.of Pos . age july 
diſpoſes us to regard human error and imperfec - 
tion with condeſcenſion and indulgence. But, 
alas! with little reaſon can we boaſt of our in- 
creaſing liberality, if it approximate to licentiouſ- 
neſs, or terminate in lukewarmth and indiffer- 
ence; if, in proportion as we view thoſe with 
leſs horror and averſion, who differ from us in 
opinion, we be more remiſs in our endeavours ta 
direct the Public mind aright. If the only effort 
of our liberality be to oppoſe vulgar prejudices 
and ſuperſtitions, it is much to be feared, that 
with thoſe prejudices we ſhall ſubvert the funda- 

mental principles of religious truth, and moral 
_ obligation. According as we are remiſs, others 
on the one hand leſs liberal in their religious con- 
ceptions, or, on the other, devoid of every re- 
ligious principle, equally pertinacious in their 
ſentiments, or impelled by intereſted motives, 
will be more aſſiduous in their endeavours to ren- 
der the el en lubſcrvieat to n re- 


e 


| Itjs yot to be expetted, 3 mould gene · 
rate in common minds. a philoſophical accuracy 
of — The principal object of popular 


to enſure the àapproba io 
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education is to inſpire virtuous ſenſations, and to 


lay the foundation of regular and diligent con- 
duct, rather than to produce altogether a correct 


mode of ' thinking —but, if the mind is properly 


diſciplined, it will-hardly fail to think aright with 


regard to the duties of common life. It is ſuf- 


ficient, then, in general, that the minds of chil- 
dren are deeply impreſſed with the fundamental 
truths of religion; that their earlieſt habits are 
rendered conformable to the principles of moral 
duty; that they are taught betimes to know the 
comforts of honeſt and frugal induſtry, and the 
fatisfaftions of conſcious integrity. It muſt be 


©. our endeavour by ſeaſonable trials to awaken the 


latent energies of the underſtanding, and to call 
into exiſtence ſuch good qualities, as beſt become 


the poſts, they are deſigned to occupy in ſocial 


life. By the influence of perſonal attentions, and 


encouragements, we muſt -infpire them with a 


Jaudable deſire of meriting our approbation by a 
diligent proficiency in the ſubjects propoſed to 
their attention. Thus will they conceive an early 


attachment and reſpect for ourſelves, which will 
increaſe with their growing years, and will be 


diſpoſed to make it equally their ſtudy, in their 
future lives, to deſerve the good opinion of the 
reſpeQtable part of mankind; and their political 
ſuperiors, and, what is of much more importance, | 


1 5 i 


Int ſhort, in the preſent ſtate of | ſociety, it-is 


from ſchools, - from an improved ſyſtem of pu- 


erile inſtruction, rather than from the pulpit,. 
that a fundamental re formation of manners muſt 


deduce its origin. If the taſſ of education is ef- 


fectually accompliſhed, the office of the preacher 
will, then, be more ſucceſsfully diſcharged im che- 
riſhing the riſing flame of juvenile piety, —in raiſ- 


ing the ſuperſtructure of religious knowledge on 


the foundation already fecurely laid, —or in re- 
calling the wandering ſinner, who has incautiouſſy 
ſtrayed from the virtuous paths, into which he 


had been kindly ——— 5 the derten hand 
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47 With We! to the ſi ſabjegts Have now pro- 


poſed to your conſideration, it is obvious to re- 


mark the following advantages in the inſtitution, 
which at preſent ſolicits your charitable aſſiſtance. 
— The early habit of appearing clean, and de- 


ſons, on one day in the week, is, of itſelf, a oon 


ſiderable advance towards a ſtate of civilization 
in thoſe, who are degraded to the loweſt con- 
dition of ſociety, and may excite a laudable de- 
fire of the reaſonable comforts and accommoda- 
tions of life, which is a powerful- incentive to 
frugal induſtry.—The ordinary ſchools for the 
education of poor children were extremely de- 
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ficient with regard to religious inſtruction, and 

the Sunday was commonly ſpent the moſt unpro- 
ftably, I ſhould rather ſay, the moſt viciouſly, of 
any day in the week. A ſeminary appropriated 
to religious education ſeemed, therefore, indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary.— There is alſo one circum- 

ſtance in your ſchools, which merits the moſt un- 
qualified approbation. Every ſect of Chriſtians, 
into which this town is unhappily divided, has 
_ zealouſly concurred in the ſupport of one uniform 
defign, and a fimilar mode of inſtruction. To 
effect this object, the diſputed points are neceſ- 
ſarily removed ſomewhat from preſent contem- 


plwation, and the youthful mind is habitually pre- 


poſſeſſed with an opinion of the ſuperior import- 
ance of the fundamental principles of Chriſtian 

faith and practice. From this we may venture 
to augurate the moſt deſirable conſequences ;—— 
that the aſperity of controverſy, and ſchiſmatic 
zeal, will be gradually extinguiſhed that, though 
we may ſtill differ in opinion, we ſhall he better 
diſpoſed to co-operate as friends and brethren in 
the promotion of every good work ;— that, how- 
ever, the path will be facilitated for that approxi- 


mation of ſentiment, which is the natural reſult 


of the advancement, and diffuſion of liberal 
knowledge:—To this I may add with peculiar 
{atisfaQion, that the higher claſſes have hitherto. 
diſcovered a very commendable zcal in the ſup- 


n 


port and conduct of Sunday Schools; and by the 
influence of their perſonal attentions, and well. 
timed encouragements, I may venture to aſſert 
from my own experience, that many children, 
with a ſmall ſhare of aſſiſtance from their friends 
in the courſe of the week, have made a much 
more creditable proficiency in their learning, than 
the generality of thoſe, who _ been educated 
in re common ee bees > 6 i Hola 


- But, win the deciding 4 of a bew vom 
of one day in a week, much improvement cans 
not, in general, be expected. I have, therefore, 
deen accuſtomed to regard Sunday Schools with 
approbation, principally, as the commencement of 
a comprehenſive, and much more perfect ſcheme 
of popular inſtruction: and am induced to hope, 
the period is not diſtant, when, with a ſimilarity of 
intention; of providing inſtruction for thoſe leiſure 
hours; which are beſt ſpared from ordinary em- 
ployments, the Sunday Schools will be ſo ex- 

tended in their deſign, as to comprehend alſo 
daily evening inſtructions. You: cannot but re- 
gard it, as an object of the greateſt importance, 
that that very time, which is now, for want of 
other occupation, too generally devoted to intem- 
Perate riot, and profligate diſcourſe, ſhould, by 
_the force of re n be conſecrated: to- * 


4 
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_ Tedft, rationally amuſed. In proportion, as your 
charitable contributions are enlarged, the deſign 
may be extended with the greateſt facility. One 
evening may firſt be added to the Sunday, and a 
ſelect portion of the ſcholars only admitted. Sin- 
cerely wiſhing, as 1 do, that this propoſal may one 
time be reduced to practice, I ſhall preſume to 
recommend, (if that preſumption will be par- 
doned me by the very reſpectable perſons, to 
whom my opinions are with deference ſub- 
mitted ʒ) that, in the gradual extenſion of your 
plan, a preference be ſhewn to the education of 
girls; for which advice, from a variety of very 
important arguments, I ſhall be content, at pre- 
_ ſent, to ſelect the following. The minds of girls 
ommonly, more ſuſceptible of pious impreſ- 
fs at an early period, than thoſe of boys, and 
are more eaſily inſpired with a defire of improve- 
ment. The conduct of men alſo depends in an ex- 
traordinary degree upon the manners of women: 
And, in proportion, as women are taught to re- 
ſpect their own characters, the morals of men 
will be pure, and their manners refined. and dig- 
niſied. To which I ſhall add, that the earlieſt 
impreſſions, and the firſt habits, as well as the 
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hole conduct of domeſtic education, in poor 
families, depend almoſt entirely on the PO | 
n alert 8 


" E fe was deſigned, by the above paſſage, 21 direkt the _—_ 
of the congregation to the ſubject of female education, though 
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I have now only to exhort you by every con- 
fideration, that is, or ought to be, moſt dear to 
you, as you value the peace of ſociety, or as you 
regard your own comfort and ſecurity, that you 
will afford the moſt liberal ſupport to the inſtitu- 
tion; we this day celebrate, as the means of re- 
forming thoſe imperfections, which, in the preſent 
ſtate of ſociety, are moſt alarming. Think it not 
ſufficient, then, to continue your accuſtomed aſ- 
fiſtance. In proportion, as the neceſſity is urgent, 
let your contributions be enlarged, that the good 
fruits may be more abundant, that the ligt of. 
your good works may ſhine with increaſing ſplen- 
dour to the glory of your heavenly father. Qco- 
nomy in the lower claſſes, we have remarked, is 
alnoft annihilated, and their profligacy is deplo- . 
MOORE "oy with What air * Wee ge or pro- 
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wb: limits of the diſcourſe would not admit of its being dif- 
fuſely handled. Much leſs liberal proviſions have been made 
for the education of, poor girls, than of boys, though what is, or 

may. eaſily, be taught i in ſchools, and a little ſchool diſcipline, 
are of much more eſſential importance to them, for r many inte- 
_ reſting reaſons, connected with the preſent ſtate of ſociety ;' nor 
4s there any ſubject, in which they are more in want of inftruci 
tion, than whatever has reſpe& to domeſtic economy. It might 
be i improper to ſwell the preſent publication by deſcanting upon 
the ſobje& in this place, but were any beneficial purpoſe likely 
to be effected, the author would think a portion of his time well 
employed, oa Tome future occafion, in arranging his ſentiments, 
einn der, to the N inſpection. 5 
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ſpect of effect, can you recommend it to them to 
eke out the ſmall pittance, which they have 
dearly earned by the ſweat of their brow, and to 
abſtain from the few indulgences, that ſtill lie 
within their reach; when your prodigal expences 
know no bounds, when you deny yourſelves no 
one ſpecies of luxurious gratification, and when 
your [own examples refute every principle you 
wyh to inculcate? The concluſion is obvious. 
Buy the fame act, by which you may preſerve 
yourſelves from conſcious remorſe, from aggra- 
vating the calamities, to which we are expoſed, 
pou may exhibit a ſeaſonable example of re- 
trenchment of needleſs expences, and diffuſe 


4 thoſe funds, which are at preſent unprofitably ex- 


hauſted, in providing for the inſtruction, and ad- 
vaneing the temporal and ſpiritual comforts of 
Four inferior brethren. Are public exhibitions, 
atid-crowded ſcenes of gaicty, and feſtivity, the 
objeRs of your delight? Can there be a ſpectacle 
more grateful to the feelings of every virtuous 
breaſt, than that, which is now before you, of 
about ſive hundred children, diſplaying an ex- 
ternal appearance of neatneſs, decency, and com- 
fort, taught to unite in the praiſes of their maker, 
and kindly directed from the fink of profligacy, 
filth, and i ignorance, into thoſe paths, which will 
conduct them to utility, and reſpect, in this world, 
and, hereafter, to everlaſting happineſs? Are ſo- 
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cial pleaſures the principal cauſe of your accuſ- 
tomed expences? What ſocial pleaſures can be 
more enviable, than to ſecure to yourſelves the 
gratitude, the eſteem, and affection of every poor 
perſon within the ſphere of your connections? 
Make then a liberal proviſion for their early in- 
ſtruction; be the guide of their youth; be their 
friend, their patron, and counſellor, during their 
advancing age, and the comfort and ſupport of 
their declining years. Thus will you rivet the 
_ . chains of mutual intereſt and attachment, on 


Which the harmony of ſociety depends; and in 


proportion, as they can make you no equivalent 
returns in this world, you will be recompenſed 
at the reſurrection of the juſt. Compare now 
the donation, you probably have intended to con- 
tribute, with the expence of one evening of 
faſhionable amuſement, one elegant repaſt, or the 
unneceſſary gratifications, with which you almoſt 
daily, and hourly, indulge yourſelves, and reflect, 
whether your conſciences - can deduce any fatis- 
faction from the contraſt. Compute the number 
of deſtitute children, whoſe education might be 
effectually provided for by the ſums, that are moſt 
unprofitably conſumed in one ſhort courſe of 
faſhionable diſſipation, or a ſingle excurſion of 
fruitleſs pleaſure; and aſk yourſelves, —is there not 
one inſtance of needleſs expence you can conſent 
to relinquiſh, that you may extend your wonted. 
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or intended contributions, to the great glory of 

God, the advancement of true religion and virtue, 

and the accelerated progreſs of Chriſt's kingdom 
upon earth? Perhaps by the ſacrifice of a ſingle 

unneceſſary, or, it may be, vicious pleaſure, you 

may prove the happy inſtrument of preſerving 

ſome friendleſs youth from a life of crimes, and 

-wretchedneſs, and an untimely, ignominious 

F death, or of reſcuing ſome ane helpleſs female 

3 orphan from the very jaws of proſtitution. The 
.delightful thought will be an abundant ſource of 
conſolation in every ſeaſon of affliftion and diſ- | 
treſs; it will comfort you in the evil day of fack- | 
neſs and infirmity ; and will cheer and ſupport 


jour ſoul at the awful moment of expiration. 
FVP | 
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Lately published, by the came Author, 


An INQUIRY into the PRESENT CONDITION of the” 
LOWER CLASSES, and the Means of improving it, includ- 
ing ſome Remarks on Mr. PIT T's BILL for the better Support 
and Maintenance of the Poor: in the courſe of which the 
POLICY of the CORN LAWS is examined, and various other 
OM Branches of POLITICAL, alen are illuſ· 
trated. | 
| Printed PS and ſold by J. Debrett, Piccadilly: ſold alſo by 
W. Keymer, jun. of whom may be had the "ES Tracts, 
55 the ſame Author: 


1. A SERMON „ in the Pariſh Church of St fans | 
Colcheſter, on Sunday the 24th of Auguſt, 1788, for the Benefit 
of the CHARLES: SCHOOL. 


| „The NECESSITY of ee DIVINITY into the 
Dena Courſe of ACADEMICAL STUDIES conſidered: and 
other Regulations ſuggeſted for the Improvement of the preſent 
Mode of Education in the UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE, 


3. SELECT QUESTIONS and ANSWERS on the 
KNOWLEDGE and PRACTICE of the CHRISTIAN RE- 
 LIGION; compiled for the Uſe of a Sunday School. | 


4. SELECT PORTIONS of PSALMS from different Ver- 
ſions; to which are added a few occaſional HYMNS. 
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